
Matthew Beckmann (Ph.D., University of Michigan) 
american politics, presidency, congress, interest groups, mass 
media

Graeme T. Boushey (Ph.D., University of Washington)
statewide elections, American politics, policy-making, ballot 
measures

Daniel R. Brunstetter (Ph.D., UC Davis) 
political theory, just war, early modern thought, otherness/identity, 
montaigne, rousseau

Simone Chambers (Ph.D., Columbia University) 
political philosophy, ethics, democratic theory, constitutional 
theory

Louis DeSipio (Ph.D., University of Texas) 
ethnic politics, latino politics, immigration, naturalization, u.s. 
electoral politics

Sarah Goodman (Ph.D., Georgetown University)
comparative politics, immigration, integration, citizenship

Bernard Grofman (Ph.D., University of Chicago) 
models of collective decision making, empirical democratic theory, 
race and politics, public choice

Heidi Hardt (Ph.D., Grad Institute of International & Development 
Studies, Geneva) 
international organizations and conflict management; european, 
transatlantic and african politics

Marek Kaminski (Ph.D., University of Maryland) 
voting models, democratization, electoral laws

Claire Kim (Ph.D., Yale University) 
race and ethnicity, social movements, immigration

Jeffrey Kopstein (Ph.D., UC Berkeley) 
western europe, interethnic violence, voting patterns of minority 
groups

Ines Levin (Ph.D., California Institute of Technology)
elections, voting, statistics 

Erin Lockwood (Ph.D., Northwestern University)
financial derivatives, financial regulation, international political 
economy, political theory, risk and uncertainty

Cecelia Lynch (Ph.D., Columbia University) 
international organization and law, international ethics and political 
philosophy, social movements and religion, peace and security

Mary McThomas (Ph.D., UCLA)
immigration, theories of citizenship, feminist political theory, 
gender and politics

Kristen Monroe (Ph.D., University of Chicago) 
altruism and moral choice, political psychology, gender equality

Kevin Olson (Ph.D., Northwestern University) 
political theory, legal theory, history of political thought

Mark Petracca (Ph.D., University of Chicago) 
american political institutions, state and local politics, interest 
organizations, constitutional reform, public policy, law

Davin Phoenix (Ph.D., University of Michigan) 
race, political motivation, representation, and mobilization

Shawn Rosenberg (M.Litt., University of Oxford) 
political psychology, deliberative democracy, ideology, social 
theory, social and development psychology

Kamal Sadiq (Ph.D., University of Chicago) 
international relations theory, migration, citizenship

Caesar Sereseres (Ph.D., UC Riverside) 
u.s. foreign policy, u.s.-latin american relations, mexican-american 
politics

Charles (Tony) Smith (Ph.D., UC San Diego) 
law and legal institutions, comparative and international law

Etel Solingen (Ph.D., UCLA) 
international relations theory, international political economy, 
international cooperation, regional conflict and cooperation

Dorothy Solinger (emerita, Ph.D., Stanford University) 
chinese domestic politics and political economy, comparative 
politics, east asian politics

Rein Taagepera (emeritus, Ph.D., University of Delaware)
quantitatively predictive logical models; electoral and party 
systems; finno-ugric area studies

Michael Tesler (Ph.D., UCLA) 
race and ethnic politics, political attitudes and behaviors

Keith Topper (Ph.D., UCLA) 
modern and contemporary political theory, philosophy of science 
and social science, democratic and liberal theory

Carole Uhlaner (Ph.D., Harvard University) 
comparative political behavior, formal theory/social choice

Robert Uriu (Ph.D., Columbia University) 
international relations, international political economy, 
international politics of east asia, u.s. foreign policy

Martin Wattenberg (Ph.D., University of Michigan) 
american and comparative political behavior

faculty

political science graduate program



Considering a graduate degree in po-
litical science?  

Consider UCI. 

Ranked #24 among all political science pro-
grams in the country (U.S. News & World 
Report), the UCI graduate program in po-
litical science offers students six years of 
guaranteed funding. Scholars in the depart-
ment have a proven track record of earning 
competitive research funding and fellowships 
from agencies including the National Science 
Foundation and the Henry Luce Foundation, 
and from campus-level fellowships, such 
as the Public Impact, Fletcher Jones and 
Chancellor’s Club fellowships. 

A top 25-ranked program with research strengths 
in American and comparative politics, international 
relations, and political theory

uci political science

(New York Times College Access Index). 

UCI has a pleasant physical climate, too, lo-
cated about five miles from Newport Beach.   

UCI political scientists explore changing no-
tions of citizenship, strategies aimed at halting 
nuclear proliferation, impacts of redistricting 
and voter mobilization on elections and public 
policy, and contested notions of democracy.   

Students select a primary field from among 
American politics, comparative politics, in-
ternational relations, or political theory. They 
select a secondary field from these or from a 
more specialized area. Examples of second-
ary fields include critical theory, democracy 
studies, ethics, methodology and modeling, 
political economy, political psychology, public 
law, race ethnicity and politics, among others. 
Faculty actively mentor doctoral students 
and encourage them to become productive, 
publishing scholars before completing their 
graduate studies. Students have an oppor-
tunity to earn a master’s degree while in 
pursuit of their Ph.D., and are encouraged 
to enroll in interdisciplinary coursework.

Alumni have entered tenure-track posi-
tions at top research universities, highly 
competitive post-doctoral positions, and 
research-oriented jobs in both the public 
and private sectors. 

A quick sampling of recent placements: 
 

• Arizona State University
• California Polytechnic University
• Department of Defense
• Gallup
• Georgetown
• Tufts
• UCLA
• University of Washington
• U.S. Census Bureau
• Wellesley College
 

If full funding, opportunities to publish, and 
a proven track record of excellence in the 
field are what you’re looking for in a gradu-
ate program, contact us today to learn 
more about UCI political science. 

Jeffrey Kopstein, Department Chair
kopstein@uci.edu | 949.824.4012

Carole Uhlaner, Graduate Admissions Director
cuhlaner@uci.edu | 949.824.7329

Kevin Olson, Graduate Director
kevin.olson@uci.edu | 949.824.8335

John Sommerhauser, Graduate Advisor
jdsommer@uci.edu | 949.824.4074

Department of Political Science
psdept@uci.edu | 949.824.5361

24#
best political science program in the U.S.
-U.S. News & World Report

01
university doing most 
for the American dream
-New York Times College Access Index

09
public university in 
the U.S.
-U.S. News & World Report

psdept@uci.edu   |   949.824.5361   

www.polisci.uci.edu

UCI political science faculty publish regularly 
in top academic journals, and graduate stu-
dents have ample opportunities to publish 
alongside them. Faculty and graduate stu-
dents consistently present research at confer-
ences, universities, and before governmental 
entities across the globe. Their expert advice 
is sought by journalists in the national media, 
lawyers, and policy makers. Members of the 
faculty have received national and interna-
tional awards and testified before Congress 
to impact policy.

And if that wasn’t enough, the UCI campus 
is the #9 ranked public university in the U.S. 
(U.S. News & World Report) and the #1 univer-
sity doing the most for the American dream 

application 
deadline: dec 1

apply online:
apps.grad.uci.edu/ogsa

UCI political scientist Heidi Hardt is leading an international team 
of academic, military and policy research leaders to increase gender 
awareness at NATO.

08
“coolest school”
-Sierra Club Magazine


